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His Grace The Most Rev. Dr. Theodosius
Mar Thoma Metropolitan
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Padmabhooshan His Grace
The Most Rev. Dr. Philipose
Mar Chrysostom

Mar Thoma

Valiya Metropolitan

His Grace The Most
Rev. Dr. Joseph Mar Thoma
Metropolitan
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Rt. Rev. Dr. Zacharias Mar
Theophilus Suffragan Metropolitan
(1938-2015)

Rt. Rev. Dr. Gregorios Mar
Stephanos Episcopa
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Mar Coorilos Mar Barnabas
Suffragan Metropolitan Suffragan Metropolitan
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Rt. Rev. Dr. Isaac Rt. Rev.Dr. Abraham
Mar Timotheos Episcopa Mar Philoxenos Episcopa Mar Paulos Episcopa

Rt. Rev. Dr. Mathews Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas
Mar Makarios Episcopa Mar Theethos Episcopa
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Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Chureh
APOSTOLIC SEE OF ST. THOMAS
DR. THEODOSIUS MAR THOMA Poolatheen, Tiruvalla P.0.,
“, METROPOLITAN Pathanamthitta Dist.,

Kerala - 689 101, India

g

I am glad that the Jerusalem Mar Thoma Sunday School, Niranam,
is celebrating its 150 year of existence and publishing a souvenir com-
memorating the occasion. I wish God’s blessings upon the programme
and success to the publication of the souvenir. I appreciate the leader-
ship given by the Vicar, Rev. K. Y. Jacob and all the team work that is
done by the office bearers of the function and members of the various
committees.

Nurturing the young lives through the Sunday School Classes is a
corporate responsibility. It starts from home. A Christian home is the
first Sunday School and the loving parents are the first Sunday School
teachers. This is continued through the Sunday School classes where
formal education goes through the accepted curriculum. Our Sunday
School stands for bringing each child to Jesus Christ. Therefore, the
teaching in the Sunday School is to help each child to accept Jesus
Christ as his/her personal Saviour. The children are also introduced to
the faith and faith practices of the Church. All these are based on the
Holy Bible. Hence Sunday School enables each child to study the Holy
Bible thoroughly and to continue the practice of studying it throughout
the days of one’s life.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to greet all the members
through this souvenir. May the insights we derive through the various
events of the function, the various messages we hear from our spiritual
leaders and the strength we gain through the team work of the commu-
nity enable the faith community to march forward with greater vision
and enthusiasm to glorify God, carry out the ministry given to the Church
and also for building up the Kingdom of God on earth.

The grace of God be with everyone.

Yours in Christ’s Ministry,

ool
DR. THEODOSIUS MAR THOMA METROPOLITAN.
Ph: 0469-2630313, 2602626 (0), Mob: 9447370700, E-mail: metropolitan@marthoma.in
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Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church

Apostolic See of St. Thomas

Poolatheen

\\ Tiruvalla P.O.

\ DR. JOSEPH MAR THOMA Pathanamthitta Dist.
k‘METROPOLITAN Kerala-689 101, India
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Malankara Hlar Thoma Syrian Church

KOTTARAKARA — PUNALUR DIOCESE

Oorsalem Aramana,

Sub Station Road

RT. REV. DR. EUYAKIM MAR COORILOS Prasanthi Nagar,
SUFFRAGAN METROPOLITAN Kizhakkekara
Kottarakara - 691 506 *
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Mlalankara Har Thoma Syrian Church

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM - KOLLAM DIOCESE

RT. REV. JOSEPH MAR BARNABAS
* SUFFRAGAN METROPOLITAN
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Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church

NIRANAM-MARAMON DIOCESE

RT. REV. DR. GREGORIOS MAR STEPHANOS EPISCOPA

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!

| am very happy to hear that the Jerusalem Mar Thoma Church Sunday School,
Niranam, is publishing a souvenir to mark its 150 years of existence. Let's thank and
praise God Almighty for his manifold blessings he has showered upon us throughout
the past years in transmitting Faith to generations.

The world we live is developing rapidly and changing into a global village.
Globalization, market economy, religious fundamentalism, Secularism, Pluralism
and even 'terrorism' are the talks of the day. Our surroundings are becoming very
dangerous day by day, people are developing a mentality of violence and apathy on
others and upon themselves. At this context the task of the Sunday School is helping
the coming generation to become more Humane. Word of God is the only remedy
for the problems we are facing today.

AParish Sunday School is a sacred space of spiritual nurturing. We create the
morals and values through our Christian identity and lifestyle that reflects upon the
society and its people. Hence the meanings we create today should challenge the
present and the future generations. "Church is what you do, Church is who you are,
Church is the human outworking of the person of Jesus Christ, Let's be the Church”,
these are the words of Bridjet Willard. The church and its members are called out to
be a living sacrament in the society. The primary essence for each member of the
Church is to live a life worthy of the call in order to reach them own full potentials
and in turn impact the world around them. Only then can our families be saved, our
communities put back together, our nations healed, and our world impacted by the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Society begins in the homes of each individual member of
the Church. It is interesting that in the Gospel of St. Luke, in the summary of the
great commission, the call is to preach the gospel to all Nations, however, it also
commands to begin in Jerusalem first. In other words, the commission begins at
home. The Church is our home in which we are growing spiritually and the Sunday
School is the space we route deep into Christ consciousness.

As we celebrate our 150 years existence as Sunday School let us rededicate
ourselves for mission and evangelization through transmitting faith, upholding values
and encouraging our future generations to become powerful witnesses of cross,
faithful servants of God and responsible citizens of our Nation. | thank Aimighty God
for helping me to grow in Christ by our Sunday School. | also appreciate and
congratulate all the efforts taken by the Vicar, Headmaster, Sunday School Teachers,
Souvenir Committee and the children for bringing a souvenir during this memorable
occasion. | hope and pray that the 150" year celebration will enable the Parish
Sunday School to reflect Christ in every possible way. May God bless you all,

With regards and prayers

S
Rt. Rev. Dr. Gregorios Mar S eﬂ@?copa
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Mlar Thoma Sunday School Samajam

Thiruvalla, Kerala-689101

Greetings from the Mar Thoma Sunday School Samajam.

It gives me immense joy to know that the Jerusalem Mar Thoma
Sunday School, Niranam is publishing a souvenir in connection
with its sesquicentennial celebration.

Praise be to God for His abundant blessings upon the various
endeavours of the Jerusalem Mar Thoma Sunday School over the
past 149 years. From its humble beginning in 1870, God has
blessed this Sunday School to be an instrument in laying a strong
Christian foundation in the lives of its students. Many are the lives
that have been touched and transformed through the dedicated
services rendered by the faithful teachers. Former students of this
Sunday School are rendering effective services in various fields all across the globe
and the Church and society is blessed by the valuable contributions of such students.

Sesquicentennial celebration is an occasion to express our gratitude to God
Almighty for empowering us to be servants in His vineyard and to carry out the mission
of spiritually nurturing the little ones. Let us praise God for all the dedicated teachers
who have wholeheartedly used their God-given time, talents, energies and resources
to teach God's word to the generations. Thanks be to God for all the parish vicars
and the Headmasters/Headmistresses who have prayerfully served to build up the
Jerusalem Mar Thoma Sunday School.

Sesquicentennial celebration is also an occasion to rededicate our lives to be
Kingdom builders in this generation. Christ loved the little children and made them
heirs of his Kingdom. Every child reminds us that God continues to love the world
and expects his people to build lives through their interactions and associations. It is
my earnest prayer that every child who passes through the portals of this Sunday
School may experience God’s love through the sincere and dedicated lives of the
teachers and all concerned.

On this historic moment, | join with the Samajam family in extending our prayers
and warm wishes to the Vicar, the Sunday School teachers, students, parents and
the faith community. May all the programs and projects envisioned be a blessing for
the community.

Let us together join hands with God in this life-transforming ministry.

‘ May God’s name be glorified.
4 In Christ's service

/

Rev. George Cherian
General Secretary,
Mar Thoma Sunday School Samajam
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Jerusalem Sunday School & I
Teena Ann Mathew
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| |ST. THOMAS GATE
‘THIS GATE IS'IN COMMEMORATION OF THE ARRIVAL OF STTHOMAS,

| APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST AT NIRANAM IN AD 52. ACCORDING TO
TRADITION, HE REACHED NIRANAM AT THOMATHUKADAVU 1.5kus
NORTH FROM HERE. HE STAYED HERE FOR SOMETIME AND
PREACHED THE GOSPEL AT PLACES AROUND THE
THRIKPALEESWARAM SIVA TEMPLE. HE BAPTIZED THOSE WHO
BELIEVED IN CHRIST AT NERKADAVU ADJACENT TO THIS CHURCH.
HE ERECTED A CROSS IN THIS PLOT, WHERE PROVIDENTIALLY

THIS CHURCH IS TRADITIONALLY
BELIEVED TO BE ONE OF THE SEVEN
CHURCHES FOUNDED BY ST.THOMAS
IN KERALA IN A.D.52, AND THAT THE
STONE - CROSS LAID BY HIM LIES
BURIED IN THIS ROOM

‘THE JERUSALEM MARTHOMA CHURCH WAS BUILT IN 1806.

UNVEILED BY.
His CRACE THE MoST REV.DRALEXANDER MAR THOMA
METROPOLITAK
ON 1774 APRIL 1978
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JERUSALEM SUNDAY SCHOOL
CENTENARY
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In loving memory of

K.M.JACOB & MARY JACOB

INSERTED BY
MR. JACOB EAPEN & FAMILY
KINATTUKARA VILLA
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SUNDAY SCHOOL &I

School on Sunday? I used to
wonder what it was all about.
When I look back, I realise the
importance of Sunday School in
my life. When many parents took
pride in sending their children for
tuitions and entrance examination
coaching on Sunday afternoon,
my parents were keen that their
children attended Sunday School.
What was special about it? Apart
from the spiritual growth, what
did you gain by attending these
classes? I can proudly say, it did
play an integral part to form me,
to guide and enable me to stand
firm amidst various turbulences.
When you know and understand
God's word you are more likely
to obey the Lord and determined
not to go astray. My commitment
to Jesus grew from the lessons
taught in classes in the Jerusalem
Sunday School.

The knowledge gained in Sunday School
helps me to become more proficient in using God's
Word, the Bible. It assists your personal
relationship with God to grow. Sunday School
provides a place of belongingness. In school, we
may not know the names of all students studying
there, but here, we are a family. We need not worry
about being judged for whom we are and what
we are. We can share our needs and concerns.
More than a teacher student relation, it is all about
a shepherd caring for its sheep. The teachers know
when someone is hurt or sad then they take care
and pray for them. There is warmth and love
flowing within the Sunday School. There is no
grudge, malice or judgement. Being a teacher, I
realise now the importance of being nonjudge-
menal towards my students. This, [ acquired from
my Sunday School. Sunday School taught me to
stand for what is true in life and generous in
dealings.

I am thankful for all the teachers who taught
me Bible lessons. Their profound influence
fashioned me to a great extent. The first person
who comes to my mind is, Georgekutty sir. His
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determination to see all children in the
parish were sent to Sunday School is
worth mentioning here. Sir as the
Headmaster was the pillar of our
Sunday School. His guidance,
leadership and encouragement made
every child to be modelled in true faith
and self discipline. He was a true
Christian who followed the steps of
Jesus and showed us how to live for
Jesus. Sir encouraged me to stand
before the children and share from the
Bible. Through these practices, I
gained confidence and shyness wane
out from me. There are many other
teachers who did influence me in the
course of my Sunday School life.
Valsan uncle, Gigy uncle and other
teachers helped me to walk in the path
of Christian devotion and trust. The
values imbibed from my Sunday
School helped me and is still inspiring
me to stay strong in my christian belief.
Sunday School teaches us the value of
worshipping God. Other joyful
programmes included song practices,
worshipping God by students and
teachers together. We heard moral
stories from our teachers and visitors.
They instil in me values of social
concern and passion to reach high in
life. Sunday School was also a place
of solace for me.

When [ moved to Bangalore for
my studies in 2008, I was not aware of
how things will work in life. There
were times, when I had missed my
church, my choir and my Sunday
School and all I wanted was to run back
to my comfort zone. Prayers of my
parents, Sunday School teachers,
friends helped me to move forward in
life courageously. Sunday School gives
us opportunities to serve and minister
others. It is a place where your talents
are recognised and acknowledged. |
still had fond memories of attending
various competitions and winning

prizes. I truly believe that it is not about showing
off, but is all about belongingness. The relationships
that you build here is worth your life time. I have
got good friends from Sunday School and our
friendship is still going strong. We are not able to
talk everyday but what connects us are the cherished
memories that were formed during our Sunday
School days.

I live in a metropolitan city where everything
is available at a click of a button. When I look back,
I realise how blessed I am to have enjoyed and
recognize the smallest of blessings in life which
could have gone unnoticed. The nurturance and
evcouragement [ have received from Sunday School
is definitely an integral part in my formation. Had
not my parents insisted me on attending Sunday
School, my life experiences would have been
different and more materialistic. If there is a time
back machine, I would really go back in time and
relive those days.

We are caught in many snares of the world.
God's word protect us. Psalmist say: "I have laid up
thy word in my heart, that I might not sin against
thee"

In order to grow in God's love
I would like to say the following quotes to our

Sunday School children.
1. Take time to read the Bible. It is the foundation
of wisdom.

ii. Take time to be friendly, it is the road to
happiness.

iii. Take time to love and be loved, it is the
privilege of redeemed people.

iv.  Take time to look around, it is too short to be
selfish.

v. Take time for God, it is life's only lasting
investment.

150 years is a long journey. To stand firm with
God in this changing times is definitely challenging.
Our Sunday School had played a vital role in the
spiritual awakening of many men and women. Pray
it soar high in the coming years also. May the
Almighty Lord help us all in the mission of bringing
many of our children to Jesus. Pray our children do
not set their minds on small goals but always aspire
to achieve great things in life for the glory of God.
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Come Experience the
Taste of Joy

OLIVE BAKERY
VALANJAVATTOM

OLIVE MARINO CAFE
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Rev. Tony Eapen Varkey
Former Asst. Secretary,
Mar Thoma Sunday School Samajam

At that time the disciples
came to Jesus and asked,
“Who, then, is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven? " He
called a little child to him, and
placed the child among them.
And he said: “Truly I tell you,
unless you change and become
like little children, you will
never enter the kingdom of
heaven. Therefore, whoever
takes the lowly position of this
child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven. -St.
Matthew 18: 1-4(NIV)

Recently social media
saw a heart-warming clip of a
little girl giving high five to her
priest who was about to bless

her. The whole environment was filled with joy
and everyone were calmed and relaxed after
seeing the beautiful gesture of the innocent little
girl. Why did Jesus school his disciples about
the Kingdom of God in relation to one of the
most ignored community of that time? For that
we will have to understand the text and its
context.

The Biblical world of Children:

The familiar New Testament picture of
Jesus taking a child in his arms and receiving
the child with love portrays an attitude of care
and concern for children found nowhere else in
the ancient world. Children, along with women,
old, and slaves, were viewed as physically weak
burdens on society who had little value to the
wider life of the community. In Greece and
Rome, it was an accepted practice to abandon
unwanted children along the roadsides to die.
Thus, our passage given reflects the care and
compassion of the divine towards the ignored
community of the little ones.

The Matthean Narrative:

St. Matthew,different from the usual
traditionalist approach, opens a healing eye
toward this ignored community at specific points
in the narrative. Matthew’s ‘kingdom’ focused
writing spectacularly includes children.
Children as mentioned earlier were ignored and
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considered a burden in the early | oflife and work that are meaningful to the learner” -
testament period. Jesus has a hidden | Marilyn Price-Mitchell.

message to the disciples, his apostles, A child is always curious, curious to know more.
the teachers of Christianity, when he | The knowledge and the information that we acquire
brought the child in the midst to explain | thege days are truly enormous.Anton Bucher called
the allegory of the Kingdom of God. for ‘sensitivity toward children’s theological
What is a Child’s play? capabilities’ and valued children as theologians and
The phrase ‘child’s play’ has two | thus as independent and active constructors of
connotations, the first, which signifies | theological artefacts. We have various means and
a simple task, an easy job, something | mediums to acquire knowledge. But we live in an age
which even a child can do. The second | ©f numbness and indifference. Though we are
being however relates to an aspect of | recipients to all sorts of history, information,
not being serious, taking everything | knowledge, etc., we tend to not understand. We are
lightly, no discipline, etc. So, what did | either satisfied with what we know or we are corpulent
Jesus actually refer to, when he = With indifference. Children have a tendency of
allegorically pointed children as the | acquiring or seeking for new things. Kingdom of God
members of the kingdom of God? It is | according to the famous author N.T. Wright is viewing
neither of the two interpretation but it | the world from God’s dimension. Children have the
points to a whole new world of nuanced | specification of such a viewing. Human experience is
understanding. A Child’s play consists | enriched only when there is a constant surge to find
of various aspects such as, oneness, | understanding, constant need to finding meaning. Jesus
justice, curiosity, humility, etc. the list | Was curious when he was a teenager, thus he sat in
can go on, but we will read child’s play | dialogue with experts beyond his age, conversing with
from this nuanced perspective. The | them contextual topics (Luke 2: 46-48). This is clearly
Kingdom of God was a main focus of | narrated in the Gospel, when his parents understand
the gospels, Jesus through his mission | that he is missing. As Albert Einstein would say, “The
and ministry was teaching the  Important thing is not to stop questioning. Curiosity
importance of a Kingdom which did not | has its own reason for existence. One cannot help but
have barriers, a kingdom where = bein awe when he/she contemplates the mysteries of
everyone had a dignity of life, a | cternity, of life, of the marvelous structure of reality.
kingdom where love transcended | Itis enough if one tries merely to comprehend a little
beyond class, caste, religion, race and | Of this mystery each day.” Thus, the gospel points to
creed, a kingdom where healing and | an everyday comprehension communicated by Jesus
growing together was implied. Thus, | himself.
Jesus pointed to the little children, the | Kingdom of God through the perspective of the
child’s play was the attribute or the key | ‘Innocence’ of a Child’s play:

to open the doors to the Kingdom of When we honestly ask ourselves which person
God. in our lives mean the most to us, we often find that it is
Kingdom of God through the | those who, instead of giving advice, solutions, or cures,
perspective of the ‘Curiosity’ of a | have chosen rather to share our pain and touch our
Child’s Play: wounds with a warm and tender hand. — Henry

“Psychologists view curiosity as | Nouwen
a life force, vital to happiness, Henry Nouwen’s statement can be literally
intellectual growth, and well-being. The | related to any child. Innocence is always related to
greatest advantage of curiosity lies in | ignorance when literally sought after. But when we
its power to motivate learning in areas | try to unravel various perspectives of an innocent
being, the spectrums are more than we can
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comprehend. In such a light, I would
like to point the emphatic shading of
innocence. This emphatic behaviour is
deep rooted in the faith formation
moulded through home and church.
Each child before crossing the
confusions of adolescence are
completely emphatic to everybody
around devoid of barriers based on
caste, colour, race, creed, etc., When
Jesus places the little child in the midst
of his audience this is exactly where
Jesus is pointing to after the ‘curiosity’
spectrum. Jesus indwelled in the
empathy that he learned from his own
kin, Joseph and Mary. I believe that the
human side of Jesus was transformed
by the formation he received from
home and society. Teachers and parents
have to travel back to dig out the
emphatic and kenotic nature of
humanity that lies deep in themselves
covered with the filth of ego, hatred,
jealousy, so on and so forth. An
emphatic community is the need for the
coming humanity. 8-year-old
Shivampet Ruchitha became the
youngest person to receive the national
bravery award in the year 2016. On July
24, 2014, Ruchita saved two of her
school mates when a train hit their
school bus. She noticed that their bus
had stopped on a railway track and a
train was coming towards them. The
slave girl seen in the Naaman-Elisha
healing narrative in 2 Kings is the best
example of empathy in children even
in the midst of tribulation.Such life
narrations of emphatic children must
ignite empathy in us, the so-called
‘grown-ups’.
Kingdom of God through the
perspective of the ‘Humility and
Love’ of a Child’s play:

The community of the ‘Children
of God’, having divine subjectivity,
participates in the all-inclusive love of

God. The knowledge about the inclusive love of God
is the key instrument towards envisioning the
Kingdom of God. — Rev. Dr. Mothy Varkey.

When Jesus points to the little child he clearly
points to the humility and love of the child. That is
why Jesus explains to his disciples in Mark 10:43-
45, “Whoever wants to become great among you must
be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must
be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come
to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.” The utter humility of a child is
ground breaking which is definitely the by-product
of Love. The little boy seen in John 6 is the best
example of love and humility. He raises his 5 loaves
and 2 fishes to the disciples, because he saw the dire
need of the situation. The love in him projected
towards Jesus’ blessing of the five thousand
multitude. The child is un-named, which clearly
paints the idea of not wanting the limelight or self-
projections. The Kingdom of God does not have
anyone great or small, everyone is equally loved by
God. This is the exact reason as to why Jesus is
pointing to the child. We are always in a hurry to
teach the children values and morality, but this time
can we learn something from them?

The four verses we mediated highlight to the
curiosity, innocence, love and humility which Jesus
reveals to his listeners. It is high time we become
more serious of the situation of our children, as we
learn from the character of a child’s play, this is to
build a better kingdom which Christ envisions. Let
us pray for this world, its children and for all those
people who are struggling amidst challenges due to
the pandemic, are we knowingly or otherwise
blocking our minds. Let us incarnate in a new
understanding which we can adapt and adopt to from
the little child Jesus places in the midst of our lives.
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The institution of the family, the church and the society are
allintricately linked. The functioning of the one affects the other
and when there is a qualitative change in one of the institution it
affects the functioning of the other two. Hence as a Christian it
is important that we help our children in the growth and
commitment to all these institutions. But if the child has to play
aresponsible role in these institutions it is his/her commitment
to Jesus Christ that makes all the difference. The primary respon-
sibility of the family is to help the child to grow fruitfully in all
these areas of his life. Children are a blessing from the Lord and
itis our duty to see to it that they are a blessing to the society, to
the family and also to the church. But how can we do that? I
propose that every family incorporate the development of faith
formation process in three levels.

The first level is to help them in the growth to the
commitment to the one's home and family. Faith living starts at
home. Home is the cradle of all nurturing. Itis in the context of
home the children start learning the early lesson of intimacy,
attachments, faith living and also value system. The influence of
good nurturing practices are noteworthy. Simple practices of
encouraging kids to lead the family prayer meeting and also
giving them different roles like selection of songs to sing, asking
them to read the bible portions during prayer and so on goes on
along way in helping the kids to incorporate the faith and the
spiritual values systems prevalent at home. In the earlier times
the family was more bigger and it was multigenerational family.
In that context there were grandparents present and also other
elder members in the family who would take the responsibility
to make the children sit with them and along with different
conversations the issues of faith would be transmitted through
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the telling of the biblical stories and
many captivating incidents of the Bible.
The child would have nurturing patterns
and lessons from different significant
members of the family. The parents
would also consciously try to transmit
the family traditions to their children.
More than the materialistic
achievements the focus was building on
good character, faithful living and so on.

In a consumerist culture the
priority of many families have changed
from making their children faith strong
to successful person so that wealth and
position could be achieved. This has
direct bearing on the lives of children.
The stress that they go through in life, the
wrong models that they are getting in life
has also a direct bearing on the
functioning of the family. Teenage
drinking, drug abuse are on the rise. The
loss of security, the absence of
attachment has all contributed to the
sense of insecurity in the child which has
made many of them delinquent. Hence it
is important that every family regain its
primary purpose of nurturing and
helping the members of the family grow
in the fear and faith in the Lord and in the
building of good character and values.
Hence the need of the hour is to
strengthen one's family. The second
level that the family plays is in the
development of a child's commitment to
the church.

Faith is always expressed in a
community living. Living with the
fellow believers who have similar faith
traditions and also engaging in faith
activities that are meaningful to them is
something that drives our faith living in
the community. Life is a blessed
experience when one is able to engage in
faith practices that brings meaning to
one's life. For a person to involve in faith
practices though it starts at home the
fulfillment and the finale comes when he
finds meaning in the association with
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community of faithful. In Luke 2:41-52 we find the
parents of Jesus Christ taking the boy Jesus to
Jerusalem temple during the Passover festival. The
concept of family worship in church and also all the
members of the family worshipping together is a
wonderful concept and has deep significance ofthe
faith formation of the children. It is this
commitment that leads to the participation of the all
the members in the spiritual activities of the Church.
This enables the child also to be active participant in
the understanding of the faith and practices of the
church. One of the challenges that the church faces
today is that itis not able to express and convince its
young friends the relevance of the faith and
practices of the church. Many of the youngsters
leave the church and often become active
participant in other non denominational church.
Another aspect that we see is that the church is no
longer the focal point of many individuals. They
just come to the church for the sake of a social
gathering and hence the life and witness of the
church just does not matter to them. This is also
because of the rise of affluence, which has affected
the way our churches function today. Materialism is
affecting our priorities and commitments. The third
level in which the family plays its nurturing
function is in the building up to the child's
commitment to Jesus Christ.
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individual to witness its faith in the society and
that is what is the ultimate level of commitment
that the family has to show in its nurturing process.

This is the final level of one's priority in life
whereby the family trains its members in expre-
ssing ones commitment to the society. Often in
Christian life there is a dichotomy between the
sacred and the secular. Our commitment to the
family, church and also to Jesus Christ is never
expressed meaningfully and often this is relegated
to doing something ritualistic. Our commitment to
Jesus Christ has to lead an individual to be a witness
to the transforming power of the gospel in the
society. Jesus wanted us to be the salt and the light
ofthe earth. What he is expecting is that our faith is
translated into action in the society. But somehow
this is the one aspect that has not worked out well in
the Christian circles. Today if we need to show our
Christian commitment to the society we need to live
by the kingdom values. Values like honesty,

Itis the activities of the community integrity the welfare of other have all taken a back
of faithful that helps the child to have seat. Itis in this context that the Christian need to
deeper understanding of our Lord and show to the world that there is still hope for the
Saviour Jesus Christ. The church stands as world if it lives by the kingdom values. Hence to
a witness to all that Jesus has done in live alife according to the principles of the kingdom
history and also that through its work the values is what we need to stress as we nurture our
members are able to come into a personal children. Another aspect that also needs to be
relationship with the Lord. The child in stressed in our commitment to the society is our
his/her realms of life comes in contact |  responsibility to the less fortunate ones. So it is
with lots of individuals and building of |  imperative in Christian life that we need to have a
relationship with his/her friends is a commitment to the welfare of the less fortunate
priority in life. It is in this context that the ones. In the earlier times when we take the context
child's relationship with Jesus Christ of family, there were practices like tithing and also
needs to be stressed. It is this relationship setting apart income for the less fortunate ones,
that enables him to have a foundation in which in the present times parents don't seem to
life, a direction to go and a plan and stress on these aspects.
purpose revealed day by day, when one The institutions of family, the church, along
walks and grows in the relationship with | every individual needs to comprehend that if the
Jesus Christ. Today you have people who society needs to function in a cohesive and effec-
stress on churchmanship rather than tive manner, all these institutions has to discharge
discipleship the aspect of discipleship its responsibility and do its witness in faithful
needs to be stressed so that every member manner. When the family and church has been a
grows in the understanding of Jesus witness to others, it has been able to make signifi-
Christ. The growth and understanding in cantimpact in the lives of every individual. So it is

the knowledge of Jesus Christ helps the the need of the hour to see to it that the family
child also to be like Christ and that is what effectively plays its nurturing function so that every
is the goal in one's life. Finally ones individual in the society goes through a blessed
relationship with Jesus Christ helps the experience in life.
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Education plays a vital role in
developing the character of an individual in his
/ her professional & personal life. It is also
liberation of self from evil clutches of
community and society in general. Due to the
rapid industrialization, urbanization and
changes in the human understanding, society
needs to change in order to manage with the
continuing changes. Education can initiate
social change by bringing about changes in the
outlook and attitude of people. Education will
help to find out the causes of social and cultural
changes that takes place within the society.
Education has been and is being played as a
catalyst and an agent of socialization to reach
the opportunities of the society to the people.
Social change means change in social
structure: the nature, the social institutions, the
social behaviour or the social relations of a
society and community of people.

Education and social change are
interconnected. Both are significant for the
growth and development of a society.
Education and social change is a collaborative

C (Alumni)
(Co-ordinator Faculty Affairs, University of
the People, US University)
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process. While education is responsible for
the transmission and dissemination of the
whole culture, social change is the instrument
and requirement of educational thought.
Education support the social change and gives
them direction and purpose through
knowledge and skills thus prepares the
individual for social changes. Education is the
most powerful instrument to bring about
social revolution and to obstruct the social
evils of the society.

The relationship between education and
social change takes a dual form-education as
an instrument and social changes a product.
Education as an instrument is used as a means
for bringing about desired changes in the
society and in the latter case changes in the
educational structure follows as a
consequence of changes which have already
taken place in the society. Education acts as
integrative force in society by communicating
value that unite different sections of society.
The family may fail to provide the child the
essential knowledge of the social skills and
values of the wider society. Education helps
the child to develop the inborn potentialities
of child providing scope to develop.
Education helps to modify the past behavior
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through learning and through different agencies
of education.

There are three types of relationship
between education and social change which are
as follows:

1. Education as a Necessary Condition of
Social Change

Historical experience of advanced
countries has shown that for any social
revolution education is the pre-condition.
Illiterates remain satisfied with their existing
conditions and feel that they are destined to be
what they are. They never bother to exert to
bring change in their present social and
economic conditions. They are guided by
orthodoxy, traditions and fate rather than by
rationality in their actions. Education helps
people to make them rational in their thinking
and approach.

2. Education as an Outcome of Social Change

There is inter-dependent relationship
between education and social change. On the
one hand it brings change in social conditions.
On the other hand, it is influenced by social
change, which means social change helps
spreading education. Education follows social
change. It has its place before and after social
change. First come social changes and then
teaching process is changed according to those
social changes. Education system changes
according to the needs of society.

3. Education as an Instrument of Social
Change

Education changes the outlook and the
traditional approach towards social and
economic problems. It sharpens the skills and
knowledge of the children. Technical education
helps in the process of industrialization which
results in vast changes in society. Education not
only preserves the cultural traditions i.e.,
customs, traditions and values etc. of the society
but also transmits them to the next generation.
Education fulfils the needs of the society and
propagates such ideas which promote social
changes in all fields of life. Society has
undergone vast transformation through several
ages. New ideas have emerged and social
changes have been brought about by both
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individual and collective actions. Changes in
a society are inevitable due to the existence
and amalgamation of different cultures,
languages and religions in a society.
4. Some Examples or Social Changes in
Society

Education is necessary condition,
outcome and instrument of social change.
For any social change to occur in a society or
community education is the precondition.
Let us see few models of social change
through education. Many superstitions
prevailing in our land like sati, child
marriage human sacrifice et.al were stopped
by legislations and modern English
Educational endeavours. Especially
spearheaded by the missionaries who came
here in 18th and 19th century. It was them
who accelarted social change first in India.
Education force reconstruction of tradition,
old customs and values. Education has also
brought individual and collective social
actions. The wisdom assimilated through
English education, resultant enlightment and
Bible translation to Malayalam enthused
Abraham Malpan to lead reformation
movement in the Malankara Church.
Equality of all men and women was an
important value in modern education.
Woman education was popularized in many
parts of Kerala by the missionaries. Women
who got aware of their rights revolt against
injustices prevailing in the society. The
channar revolt by the nadar women in South
Travandore from 1813 to 1859 is an example
of social change through education. In short
the ultimate aim of Education is liberation of
self both mentally and morally leading
ultimately to social change. Education is the
only tool enabling individual to be creative
and competent in making use his/her own
natural resources for development of self and
society in general.

Jersusalem Sunday School through its
mission in the past years have shaped many
peoples' lives as catalyst of social change.
Let us thank God for their social
commitment and vision.
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Shalom Deena Biju, Mathenparambil
(Sunday School Student)

Good Manners are about considering the
feeling of other people and being a kind person
that someone would like and respect. In the
old days children were taught good lessons and
how to behave in public.

Every good parent loves and wants the
best of their children. The good manners make
the good man. They are very essential for
human civilization. Without good manners
man is purpose without money.

Here are 10 good manners children need to
know

1. Put others first

2. Be polite in your conversations

3. Say a thank you and write a thank you
note to those who help you

Say please and May I

Respect others opinion

Knock the door

Be nice and courteous to others

Stand up when an elder enters the room
Smile and have a good attitude

0. Make small talk
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Linju Binoy
Manapparambil
(Teacher, Jerusalem Sunday School)

IF YOU
WANT TO

If you want to learn
Learn manners

If you want to see
See yourself

If you want to keep
Keep silence

If you want to eat
Eat anger

If you want to build
Build your character

If you want to increase
Increase your knowledge

This is how you will be able
to make yourself a better king
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MR. VARKEY VARGHESE

& FAMILY
KANGAZHETH
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OOMEN M. KURIEN & FAMILY
MANIPARAMPIL THOPPIL
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

N.K: Samuel &
Aleyamma Samuel

N.S. Daniel &
Aleyamma Daniel

INSERTED BY
NANATHRA PUTHENPURAYIL FAMILY




X TR

Train Up

d

in the way J
O
)

3

HE SHOULD

and when GO
he is old, .
he will not

Depart From It.
PROVERBS 22:6

Ba,
@
N /8
@)

Best*wishes from
VILAKKUPATTATHIL FAMILY, THIRUVALLA

Babu, Sheela & Family
Mohan, Annie & Family
Balu, Sheeba & Family
Biju, Suja & Family
Kochumon, Anu & Family
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Best compliments from

Dr. Reju Sam John, Dr. Melinda Mariam Thomas
Mrs. Reji Cherian, Mr Johneykutty Samuel
Dr. Gayathri Varma - Dr. Tiju Cherian John

KARIKOTTU MALIPURATHU

MATHEW KOSHY & FAMILY
NANATHRA PUTHENPURAYIL

Best compliments from
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“Treat others as you would
like to be treated "

With Best Wishes,

Crafting Excellence

CORN=LL

70, Chandrappa Layout | MS Palya | BANGALORE 560 097 | KA | INDIA
reachus@cornellindia.com | www.cornellindia.com
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